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MEDIA STATEMENT


OUTBACK WAY FUNDING- NATIONAL BIPARTISAN PROJECT CONFIRMED

The Outback Highway Development Council Inc ( OHDC Inc)  members- are elated that in the budget tonight, the Albanese Government has honoured the $678Million allocated to the Outback  Way  project in the March budget, by the previous government.  The Outback Way project- 2700km – Australia’s Longest Shortcut through the heart of the nation. 

 

Together with the funding contributions from the Northern Territory, Queensland, and Western Australia state governments this will seal the remaining 1200km.   

 

“Tonight’s Budget announcement marks a moment in Australia’s history- confirming the Outback Way is a National Bipartisan project- from communities for the Nation” said Patrick Hill” Chairman of the OHDC Inc 

 

Shire of Laverton, Ngaanyatjarraku, Alice Springs Town Council, Boulia & Winton form the  

Alliance of Councils – who’s purpose since 1997 has been- ‘To seal the Outback Way for the good of the Nation’. The Outback Way project is a collaboration of 5 local government communities, 2 states, the NT, the Federal Government, Industry, Businesses and State & Federal Government Agencies & Organisations. 

 

‘On behalf of Boulia Shire, I would like to commend the Prime Minister Anthony Albanese & the Labor government for honouring the Outback Way funding, The Outback Way funding secures jobs for locals, creates sustainability to local business and creates new business opportunities’, Boulia Mayor- Rick Britton said.

 

“The completion of the sealing of the Outback Way will deliver tangible outcomes for the national economy, budget, and the people of Australia for years to come,” said Ngaanyatjarraku Shire President Damian McLean. 

 

“The sealing of the Outback Way will create a massive boost to our local economy and be the catalyst for growth in Winton & Outback Australia. Not only will it create continuity of employment for our small communities during construction, it will generate connectivity that’ll help us all grow.” Winton Mayor- Gavin Baskett said. 

 

‘Sustainability is an issue in Rural Australia and the sealing of the Outback Way will give investors the confidence to build infrastructure for the growth in traffic, visitors and the industries that are needed to support this. A third sealed highway across Australia will be the most significant project in living memory for Outback Australia and will truly be Nation Building’, said Mayor Baskett.

 

“The Outback Way is vital to Alice Springs, the communities along the route, and Australia as a whole. As Australia’s longest shortcut, the positive impact the Outback Way has on tourism, mining, the cattle industry and a host of other support industries are far reaching. It is fantastic to see the Federal Government commit this funding to the Outback Way Corridor-one of national importance. We will see a significant flow on effect for our region with increased economic activity and it will help make Central Australia a far more accessible place" said Cr Matt Patterson- Mayor -Alice Springs Town Council. 

 

‘The sealed Outback Way will deliver better health services to communities, opening mining for the green economy opportunities, tourism growth to remote Australia and better environmental, animal health and OH&S outcomes for the Ag industry.’ Boulia Mayor- Cr Rick Britton said. 

 

‘New mining ventures are planned to start operations in WA and the NT, over the next 3 years, access to the Outback Way will improve efficiencies and safety, offering Local job opportunities for people in the remote communities across the Outback Way, and Australia. In 2021-22, Laverton Shire generated $5.5B mining value for the Australian economy’ Cr Patrick Hill said. 

 

“The Outback Way is an exemplary project for collaboration between governments at the local, state, and federal level and has been for more than 25 years” said Ngaanyatjarraku Shire President Damian McLean. 

 

Committing to the Outback Way’s sealing completion is a responsible investment that aligns with the Australian Government’s economic plan and budget strategy. 

 

‘The OHDC Inc looks forward to working with the Federal department, NT, WA & Qld, to maximise the distance of seal this funding will enable’, said Cr Patrick Hill. 

 

‘The OHDC Inc is now focusing on delivering the sustainable development of the entire corridor and is exploring the opportunities to use local recycled rubber content in the sealing project. We are also very aware of the need to ensure communities are ready for increasing numbers of travellers, maximising the opportunities and minimising the possible issues – co-designing initiatives and solutions’ OHDC Inc Chairman- Patrick Hill said. 

 

ENDS>>>>>>>>>>

25 Oct 2022.
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