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$160 million- making Australia's Longest Shortcut a reality
Today's pre-budget announcement of a further $160million for the Outback Way, will seal a further 300km.  
Minister Canavan's announcement at Kunanurra is welcome news to the Outback Highway Development Council Inc( OHDC Inc)  who have been working on sealing the 2700km stretch of road  between Laverton WA to Winton Qld, for 20 years.The Outback Way is critical for regional development, mining opportunities, development of primary industries, and new tourism product opportunities, throughout Outback Australia.
 
OHDC Inc Chairman Patrick  Hill  said- " The OHDC Inc appreciates the continual funding flow which is critical for a project of this nature- enabling  efficiencies as road crews can keep on sealing the next  priority sections"

Rural roads nationally cost less than $1M/km while urban roadworks cost $5M/km. 
The Outback Way  average cost /km sits at $500,000/km-  which means at least 300km can be sealed with this funding. 

The OHDC Inc acknowledges the current $125million works programme being rolled out to seal 210km, based on the short-term priority sections in our Investment Strategy. This programme has been contributed to by WA, NT and Qld governments and local shires. This will leave 1200km to be sealed. 

Once this new funding is rolled out as additional sealing of the medium term priority sections in our Investment Strategy , only 900km will be left to seal this transnational link from coast to coast. 

The OHDC Inc thanks the federal government for today's additional $160 million taking the total federal investment to $330Million over the last 6 years, this has been contributed to by WA, NT & Qld- totalling   $397 million for the Outback Way. 

The OHDC Inc members are the Mayors and executive of the 5 Local Councils that traverse the Outback Way-  Shire of Laverton- President: Patrick Hill, Ngaanyatjarraku Shire- President: Damian Mclean, Alice Springs Town Council- Mayor Damien Ryan, Boulia Shire- Mayor: Rick Britton, Winton: Mayor- Gavin Baskett. 
 
The OHDC Inc looks forward to working with all 3 tiers of government to create the sealing programme for the priority sections.  

ENDS>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
For further Information- contact Patrick Hill- 0419925371, Damien Ryan 0428825392, Damian McLean:  0889567700, Rick Britton: 0407122430, Gavin Baskett: 0419653015
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